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READING PACKET FOR NOVEMBER 16, 2024 | RHETORIC IN TIMES OF CRISIS 

 

TOPIC 1: THE GREAT DEPRESSION 

READING 1: ANNUAL MESSAGE (1942), FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

SOURCE: https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/state-of-the-union-address-130/ 

 
In fulfilling my duty to report upon the State of the Union, I am proud to say to you that the spirit of the 
American people was never higher than it is today—the Union was never more closely knit together—this 
country was never more deeply determined to face the solemn tasks before it. 

The response of the American people has been instantaneous, and it will be sustained until our security 
is assured. 

Exactly one year ago today I said to this Congress: "When the dictators. . . are ready to make war upon 
us, they will not wait for an act of war on our part. . . . They—not we—will choose the time and the place and 
the method of their attack." 

We now know their choice of the time: a peaceful Sunday morning—December 7, 1941. 
We know their choice of the place: an American outpost in the Pacific. 
We know their choice of the method: the method of Hitler himself. 
Japan’s scheme of conquest goes back half a century. It was not merely a policy of seeking living room: 

it was a plan which included the subjugation of all the peoples in the Far East and in the islands of the Pacific, 
and the domination of that ocean by Japanese military and naval control of the western coasts of North, 
Central, and South America. 

The development of this ambitious conspiracy was marked by the war against China in 1894; the 
subsequent occupation of Korea; the war against Russia in 1904; the illegal fortification of the mandated 
Pacific islands following 1920; the seizure of Manchuria in 1931; and the invasion of China in 1937. 

A similar policy of criminal conquest was adopted by Italy. The Fascists first revealed their imperial 
designs in Libya and Tripoli. In 1935 they seized Abyssinia. Their goal was the domination of all North Africa, 
Egypt, parts of France, and the entire Mediterranean world. 

But the dreams of empire of the Japanese and Fascist leaders were modest in comparison with the 
gargantuan aspirations of Hitler and his Nazis. Even before they came to power in 1933, their plans for that 
conquest had been drawn. Those plans provided for ultimate domination, not of any one section of the world, 
but of the whole earth and all the oceans on it. 

When Hitler organized his Berlin-Rome-Tokyo alliance, all these plans of conquest became a single plan. 
Under this, in addition to her own schemes of conquest, Japan’s role was obviously to cut off our supply of 
weapons of war to Britain, and Russia and China—weapons which increasingly were speeding the day of 
Hitler’s doom. The act of Japan at Pearl Harbor was intended to stun us—to terrify us to such an extent that 
we would divert our industrial and military strength to the Pacific area, or even to our own continental 
defense. 

The plan has failed in its purpose. We have not been stunned. We have not been terrified or confused. 
This very reassembling of the Seventy-seventh Congress today is proof of that; for the mood of quiet, grim 
resolution which here prevails bodes ill for those who conspired and collaborated to murder world peace. 

That mood is stronger than any mere desire for revenge. It expresses the will of the American people to 
make very certain that the world will never so suffer again. 

Admittedly, we have been faced with hard choices. It was bitter, for example, not to be able to relieve 
the heroic and historic defenders of Wake Island. It was bitter for us not to be able to land a million men in a 
thousand ships in the Philippine Islands. 



 
 
 

 pg. 2 
 

 

 

But this adds only to our determination to see to it that the Stars and Stripes will fly again over Wake 
and Guam. Yes, see to it that the brave people of the Philippines will be rid of Japanese imperialism; and will 
live in freedom, security, and independence. 

Powerful and offensive actions must and will be taken in proper time. The consolidation of the United 
Nations’ total war effort against our common enemies is being achieved. 

That was and is the purpose of conferences which have been held during the past two weeks in 
Washington, and Moscow and Chungking. That is the primary objective of the declaration of solidarity signed 
in Washington on January 1, 1942, by 26 Nations united against the Axis powers. 

Difficult choices may have to be made in the months to come. We do not shrink from such decisions. We 
and those united with us will make those decisions with courage and determination. 

Plans have been laid here and in the other capitals for coordinated and cooperative action by all the 
United Nations—military action and economic action. Already we have established, as you know, unified 
command of land, sea, and air forces in the southwestern Pacific theater of war. There will be a continuation 
of conferences and consultations among military staffs, so that the plans and operations of each will fit into 
the general strategy designed to crush the enemy. We shall not fight isolated wars—each Nation going its 
own way. These 26 Nations are united—not in spirit and determination alone, but in the broad conduct of 
the war in all its phases. 

For the first time since the Japanese and the Fascists and the Nazis started along their blood-stained 
course of conquest they now face the fact that superior forces are assembling against them. Gone forever are 
the days when the aggressors could attack and destroy their victims one by one without unity of resistance. 
We of the United Nations will so dispose our forces that we can strike at the common enemy wherever the 
greatest damage can be done him. 

The militarists of Berlin and Tokyo started this war. But the massed, angered forces of common 
humanity will finish it. 

Destruction of the material and spiritual centers of civilization—this has been and still is the purpose of 
Hitler and his Italian and Japanese chessmen. They would wreck the power of the British Commonwealth 
and Russia and China and the Netherlands—and then combine all their forces to achieve their ultimate goal, 
the conquest of the United States. 

They know that victory for us means victory for freedom. 
They know that victory for us means victory for the institution of democracy—the ideal of the family, 

the simple principles of common decency and humanity. 
They know that victory for us means victory for religion. And they could not tolerate that. The world is 

too small to provide adequate "living room" for both Hitler and God. In proof of that, the Nazis have now 
announced their plan for enforcing their new German, pagan religion all over the world—a plan by which 
the Holy Bible and the Cross of Mercy would be displaced by Mein Kampf and the swastika and the naked 
sword. 

Our own objectives are clear; the objective of smashing the militarism imposed by war lords upon their 
enslaved peoples the objective of liberating the subjugated Nations—the objective of establishing and 
securing freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom from want, and freedom from fear everywhere in 
the world. 

We shall not stop short of these objectives—nor shall we be satisfied merely to gain them and then call 
it a day. I know that I speak for the American people—and I have good reason to believe that I speak also for 
all the other peoples who fight with us—when I say that this time we are determined not only to win the war, 
but also to maintain the security of the peace that will follow. 

But we know that modern methods of warfare make it a task, not only of shooting and fighting, but an 
even more urgent one of working and producing. 



 
 
 

 pg. 3 
 

 

 

Victory requires the actual weapons of war and the means of transporting them to a dozen points of 
combat. 

It will not be sufficient for us and the other United Nations to produce a slightly superior supply of 
munitions to that of Germany, Japan, Italy, and the stolen industries in the countries which they have overrun. 

The superiority of the United Nations in munitions and ships must be overwhelming—so overwhelming 
that the Axis Nations can never hope to catch up with it. And so, in order to attain this overwhelming 
superiority the United States must build planes and tanks and guns and ships to the utmost limit of our 
national capacity. We have the ability and capacity to produce arms not only for our own forces, but also for 
the armies, navies, and air forces fighting on our side. 

And our overwhelming superiority of armament must be adequate to put weapons of war at the proper 
time into the hands of those men in the conquered Nations who stand ready to seize the first opportunity to 
revolt against their German and Japanese oppressors, and against the traitors in their own ranks, known by 
the already infamous name of "Quislings." And I think that it is a fair prophecy to say that, as we get guns to 
the patriots in those lands, they too will fire shots heard ’round the world.  

This production of ours in the United States must be raised far above present levels, even though it will 
mean the dislocation of the lives and occupations of millions of our own people. We must raise our sights all 
along the production line. Let no man say it cannot be done. It must be done—and we have undertaken to do 
it. 

I have just sent a letter of directive to the appropriate departments and agencies of our Government, 
ordering that immediate steps be taken: 

First, to increase our production rate of airplanes so rapidly that in this year, 1942, we shall produce 
60,000 planes, 10,000 more than the goal that we set a year and a half ago. This includes 45,000 combat 
planes—bombers, dive bombers, pursuit planes. The rate of increase will be maintained and continued so 
that next year, 1943, we shall produce 125,000 airplanes, including 100,000 combat planes. 

Second, to increase our production rate of tanks so rapidly that in this year, 1942, we shall produce 
45,000 tanks; and to continue that increase so that next year, 1943, we shall produce 75,000 tanks. 

Third, to increase our production rate of anti-aircraft guns so rapidly that in this year, 1942, we shall 
produce 20,000 of them; and to continue that increase so that next year, 1943, we shall produce 35,000 anti-
aircraft guns. 

And fourth, to increase our production rate of merchant ships so rapidly that in this year, 1942, we shall 
build 6,000,000 deadweight tons as compared with a 1941 completed production of 1,100,000. And finally, 
we shall continue that increase so that next year, 1943, we shall build 10,000,000 tons of shipping. 
These figures and similar figures for a multitude of other implements of war will give the Japanese and the 
Nazis a little idea of just what they accomplished in the attack at Pearl Harbor. 

And I rather hope that all these figures which I have given will become common knowledge in Germany 
and Japan. 

Our task is hard—our task is unprecedented—and the time is short. We must strain every existing 
armament-producing facility to the utmost. We must convert every available plant and tool to war 
production. That goes all the way from the greatest plants to the smallest—from the huge automobile 
industry to the village machine shop. 

Production for war is based on men and women—the human hands and brains which collectively we 
call Labor. Our workers stand ready to work long hours; to turn out more in a day’s work; to keep the wheels 
turning and the fires burning twenty-four hours a day, and seven days a week. They realize well that on the 
speed and efficiency of their work depend the lives of their sons and their brothers on the fighting fronts. 
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Production for war is based on metals and raw materials—steel, copper, rubber, aluminum, zinc, tin. 
Greater and greater quantities of them will have to be diverted to war purposes. Civilian use of them will 
have to be cut further and still further—and, in many cases, completely eliminated. 

War costs money. So far, we have hardly even begun to pay for it. We have devoted only 15 percent of 
our national income to national defense. As will appear in my Budget Message tomorrow, our war program 
for the coming fiscal year will cost 56 billion dollars or, in other words, more than half of the estimated annual 
national income. That means taxes and bonds and bonds and taxes. It means cutting luxuries and other non-
essentials. In a word, it means an "all-out" war by individual effort and family effort in a united country. 

Only this all-out scale of production will hasten the ultimate all-out victory. Speed will count. Lost 
ground can always be regained—lost time never. Speed will save lives; speed will save this Nation which is 
in peril; speed will save our freedom and our civilization—and slowness has never been an American 
characteristic. 

As the United States goes into its full stride, we must always be on guard against misconceptions which 
will arise, some of them naturally, or which will be planted among us by our enemies. 

We must guard against complacency. We must not underrate the enemy. He is powerful and cunning—
and cruel and ruthless. He will stop at nothing that gives him a chance to kill and to destroy. He has trained 
his people to believe that their highest perfection is achieved by waging war. For many years he has prepared 
for this very conflict—planning, and plotting, and training, arming, and fighting. We have already tasted 
defeat. We may suffer further setbacks. We must face the fact of a hard war, a long war, a bloody war, a costly 
war. 

We must, on the other hand, guard against defeatism. That has been one of the chief weapons of Hitler’s 
propaganda machine—used time and again with deadly results. It will not be used successfully on the 
American people. 

We must guard against divisions among ourselves and among all the other United Nations. We must be 
particularly vigilant against racial discrimination in any of its ugly forms. Hitler will try again to breed 
mistrust and suspicion between one individual and another, one group and another, one race and another, 
one Government and another. He will try to use the same technique of falsehood and rumor-mongering with 
which he divided France from Britain. He is trying to do this with us even now. But he will find a unity of will 
and purpose against him, which will persevere until the destruction of all his black designs upon the freedom 
and safety of the people of the world. 

We cannot wage this war in a defensive spirit. As our power and our resources are fully mobilized, we 
shall carry the attack against the enemy—we shall hit him and hit him again wherever and whenever we can 
reach him. 

We must keep him far from our shores, for we intend to bring this battle to him on his own home 
grounds. 
American armed forces must be used at any place in all the world where it seems advisable to engage the 
forces of the enemy. In some cases these operations will be defensive, in order to protect key positions. In 
other cases, these operations will be offensive, in order to strike at the common enemy, with a view to his 
complete encirclement and eventual total defeat. 

American armed forces will operate at many points in the Far East. 
American armed forces will be on all the oceans—helping to guard the essential communications which 

are vital to the United Nations. 
American land and air and sea forces will take stations in the British Isles—which constitute an essential 

fortress in this great world struggle. 
American armed forces will help to protect this hemisphere—and also help to protect bases outside this 

hemisphere, which could be used for an attack on the Americas. 



 
 
 

 pg. 5 
 

 

 

If any of our enemies, from Europe or from Asia, attempt long-range raids by "suicide" squadrons of 
bombing planes, they will do so only in the hope of terrorizing our people and disrupting our morale. Our 
people are not afraid of that. We know that we may have to pay a heavy price for freedom. We will pay this 
price with a will. Whatever the price, it is a thousand times worth it. No matter what our enemies, in their 
desperation, may attempt to do to us—we will say, as the people of London have said, "We can take it." And 
what’s more we can give it back and we will give it back—with compound interest. 

When our enemies challenged our country to stand up and fight, they challenged each and every one of 
us. And each and every one of us has accepted the challenge—for himself and for his Nation. 

There were only some 400 United States Marines who in the heroic and historic defense of Wake Island 
inflicted such great losses on the enemy. Some of those men were killed in action; and others are now 
prisoners of war. When the survivors of that great fight are liberated and restored to their homes, they will 
learn that a hundred and thirty million of their fellow citizens have been inspired to render their own full 
share of service and sacrifice. 

We can well say that our men on the fighting fronts have already proved that Americans today are just 
as rugged and just as tough as any of the heroes whose exploits we celebrate on the Fourth of July. 

Many people ask, "When will this war end?" There is only one answer to that. It will end just as soon as 
we make it end, by our combined efforts, our combined strength, our combined determination to fight 
through and work through until the end—the end of militarism in Germany and Italy and Japan. Most 
certainly we shall not settle for less. 

That is the spirit in which discussions have been conducted during the visit of the British Prime Minister 
to Washington. Mr. Churchill and I understand each other, our motives and our purposes. Together, during 
the past two weeks, we have faced squarely the major military and economic problems of this greatest world 
war. 

All in our Nation have been cheered by Mr. Churchill’s visit. We have been deeply stirred by his great 
message to us. He is welcome in our midst, and we unite in wishing him a safe return to his home. 

For we are fighting on the same side with the British people, who fought alone for long, terrible months, 
and withstood the enemy with fortitude and tenacity and skill. 

We are fighting on the same side with the Russian people who have seen the Nazi hordes swarm up to 
the very gates of Moscow, and who with almost superhuman will and courage have forced the invaders back 
into retreat. 

We are fighting on the same side as the brave people of China—those millions who for four and a half 
long years have withstood bombs and starvation and have whipped the invaders time and again in spite of 
the superior Japanese equipment and arms. Yes, we are fighting on the same side as the indomitable Dutch. 
We are fighting on the same side as all the other Governments in exile, whom Hitler and all his armies and all 
his Gestapo have not been able to conquer. 

But we of the United Nations are not making all this sacrifice of human effort and human lives to return 
to the kind of world we had after the last world war. 

We are fighting today for security, for progress, and for peace, not only for ourselves but for all men, not 
only for one generation but for all generations. We are fighting to cleanse the world of ancient evils, ancient 
ills. 

Our enemies are guided by brutal cynicism, by unholy contempt for the human race. We are inspired by 
a faith that goes back through all the years to the first chapter of the Book of Genesis: "God created man in 
His own image." 

We on our side are striving to be true to that divine heritage. We are fighting, as our fathers have fought, 
to uphold the doctrine that all men are equal in the sight of God. Those on the other side are striving to 
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destroy this deep belief and to create a world in their own image—a world of tyranny and cruelty and 
serfdom. 

That is the conflict that day and night now pervades our lives. 
No compromise can end that conflict. There never has been—there never can be—successful 

compromise between good and evil. Only total victory can reward the champions of tolerance, and decency, 
and freedom, and faith.
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READING 2: ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY FIRESIDE CHAT, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

SOURCE: https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/fireside-chat-on-the-arsenal-of-

democracy/ 

 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s fireside chats were weekly radio addresses to the American people about important issues 

of the day. In this fireside chat, Roosevelt argued that the United States had to do all it could, short of war, to help Great 

Britain in a fight it was waging alone against Nazi Germany and its Italian ally. FDR faced the difficult task of conveying 

the seriousness of the threat to the United States while simultaneously reassuring the public that “[o]ur national policy is 

not directed toward war. Its sole purpose is to keep war away from our country and our people.”  

World War II had begun in Europe in 1939 after Germany invaded Poland. By December 1940, German troops 

occupied France, Belgium, Norway, Denmark, and the Netherlands, and Germany had unleashed a relentless bombing 

campaign against Britain. 

—Jennifer D. Keene 

My friends: 
This is not a fireside chat on war. It is a talk on national security; because the nub of the whole purpose of 
your President is to keep you now, and your children later, and your grandchildren much later, out of a last-
ditch war for the preservation of American independence and all the things that American independence 
means to you and to me and to ours. . . . 

Never before since Jamestown and Plymouth Rock has our American civilization been in such danger as 
now. 

For, on September 27, 1940, by an agreement signed in Berlin, three powerful nations, two in Europe 
and one in Asia, joined themselves together in the threat that if the United States of America interfered with 
or blocked the expansion program of these three nations – a program aimed at world control – they would 
unite in ultimate action against the United States1. . . . 

Some of our people like to believe that wars in Europe and in Asia are of no concern to us. But it is a 
matter of most vital concern to us that European and Asiatic war-makers should not gain control of the 
oceans which lead to this hemisphere. 

One hundred and seventeen years ago the Monroe Doctrine was conceived by our Government as a 
measure of defense in the face of a threat against this hemisphere by an alliance in Continental Europe. 
Thereafter, we stood on guard in the Atlantic, with the British as neighbors. There was no treaty. There was 
no “unwritten agreement.” 

And yet, there was the feeling, proven correct by history, that we as neighbors could settle any disputes 
in peaceful fashion. The fact is that during the whole of this time the Western Hemisphere has remained free 
from aggression from Europe or from Asia. 

Does anyone seriously believe that we need to fear attack anywhere in the Americas while a free Britain 
remains our most powerful naval neighbor in the Atlantic? Does anyone seriously believe, on the other hand, 
that we could rest easy if the Axis powers were our neighbors there? 

If Great Britain goes down, the Axis powers will control the continents of Europe, Asia, Africa, 
Australasia, and the high seas – and they will be in a position to bring enormous military and naval resources 
against this hemisphere. It is no exaggeration to say that all of us, in all the Americas, would be living at the 
point of a gun – a gun loaded with explosive bullets, economic as well as military. 

 
1 FDR is referring to the Tripartite Agreement, a defensive pact made by Germany, Italy, and Japan to come to the 
others’ defense if they were attacked by the United States. 

https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/fireside-chat-on-the-arsenal-of-democracy/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/fireside-chat-on-the-arsenal-of-democracy/
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We should enter upon a new and terrible era in which the whole world, our hemisphere included, would 
be run by threats of brute force. To survive in such a world, we would have to convert ourselves permanently 
into a militaristic power on the basis of war economy. 

Some of us like to believe that even if Great Britain falls, we are still safe, because of the broad expanse 
of the Atlantic and of the Pacific. 

But the width of those oceans is not what it was in the days of clipper ships. At one point between Africa 
and Brazil the distance is less than from Washington to Denver, Colorado: five hours for the latest type of 
bomber. And at the North end of the Pacific Ocean America and Asia almost touch each other. 

Even today we have planes that could fly from the British Isles to New England and back again without 
refueling. And remember that the range of the modern bomber is ever being increased. 

During the past week many people in all parts of the nation have told me what they wanted me to say 
tonight. Almost all of them expressed a courageous desire to hear the plain truth about the gravity of the 
situation. One telegram, however, expressed the attitude of the small minority who want to see no evil and 
hear no evil, even though they know in their hearts that evil exists. That telegram begged me not to tell again 
of the ease with which our American cities could be bombed by any hostile power which had gained bases in 
this Western Hemisphere. The gist of that telegram was: “Please, Mr. President, don't frighten us by telling 
us the facts.” 

Frankly and definitely there is danger ahead – danger against which we must prepare. But we well know 
that we cannot escape danger, or the fear of danger, by crawling into bed and pulling the covers over our 
heads. 

Some nations of Europe were bound by solemn non-intervention pacts with Germany. Other nations 
were assured by Germany that they need never fear invasion. Non-intervention pact or not, the fact remains 
that they were attacked, overrun and thrown into the modern form of slavery at an hour's notice, or even 
without any notice at all. As an exiled leader of one of these nations said to me the other day—"The notice 
was a minus quantity. It was given to my Government two hours after German troops had poured into my 
country in a hundred places." 

The fate of these nations tells us what it means to live at the point of a Nazi gun. 
The Nazis have justified such actions by various pious frauds. One of these frauds is the claim that they 

are occupying a nation for the purpose of "restoring order." Another is that they are occupying or controlling 
a nation on the excuse that they are "protecting it" against the aggression of somebody else. 

For example, Germany has said that she was occupying Belgium to save the Belgians from the British. 
Would she then hesitate to say to any South American country, "We are occupying you to protect you from 
aggression by the United States"? 

Belgium today is being used as an invasion base against Britain, now fighting for its life. Any South 
American country, in Nazi hands, would always constitute a jumping-off place for German attack on any one 
of the other Republics of this hemisphere. 

Analyze for yourselves the future of two other places even nearer to Germany if the Nazis won. Could 
Ireland hold out? Would Irish freedom be permitted as an amazing pet exception in an unfree world? Or the 
Islands of the Azores which still fly the flag of Portugal after five centuries? You and I think of Hawaii as an 
outpost of defense in the Pacific. And yet, the Azores are closer to our shores in the Atlantic than Hawaii is 
on the other side. 

There are those who say that the Axis powers would never have any desire to attack the Western 
Hemisphere. That is the same dangerous form of wishful thinking which has destroyed the powers of 
resistance of so many conquered peoples. The plain facts are that the Nazis have proclaimed, time and again, 
that all other races are their inferiors and therefore subject to their orders. And most important of all, the 
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vast resources and wealth of this American Hemisphere constitute the most tempting loot in all the round 
world. 

Let us no longer blind ourselves to the undeniable fact that the evil forces which have crushed and 
undermined and corrupted so many others are already within our own gates. Your Government knows much 
about them and every day is ferreting them out. 

Their secret emissaries are active in our own and in neighboring countries. They seek to stir up suspicion 
and dissension to cause internal strife. They try to turn capital against labor, and vice versa. They try to 
reawaken long slumbering racial and religious enmities which should have no place in this country. They are 
active in every group that promotes intolerance. They exploit for their own ends our natural abhorrence of 
war. These trouble-breeders have but one purpose. It is to divide our people into hostile groups and to 
destroy our unity and shatter our will to defend ourselves. 

There are also American citizens, many of them in high places, who, unwittingly in most cases, are aiding 
and abetting the work of these agents. I do not charge these American citizens with being foreign agents. But 
I do charge them with doing exactly the kind of work that the dictators want done in the United States. 

These people [the “America First” movement]2 not only believe that we can save our own skins by 
shutting our eyes to the fate of other nations. Some of them go much further than that. They say that we can 
and should become the friends and even the partners of the Axis powers. Some of them even suggest that we 
should imitate the methods of the dictatorships. Americans never can and never will do that. 

The experience of the past two years has proven beyond doubt that no nation can appease the Nazis. No 
man can tame a tiger into a kitten by stroking it. There can be no appeasement with ruthlessness. There can 
be no reasoning with an incendiary bomb. We know now that a nation can have peace with the Nazis only at 
the price of total surrender. 

Even the people of Italy have been forced to become accomplices of the Nazis; but at this moment they 
do not know how soon they will be embraced to death by their allies. 

The American appeasers ignore the warning to be found in the fate of Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
Norway, Belgium, the Netherlands, Denmark, and France.3 They tell you that the Axis powers are going to 
win anyway; that all this bloodshed in the world could be saved; that the United States might just as well 
throw its influence into the scale of a dictated peace, and get the best out of it that we can. 

They call it a “negotiated peace.” Nonsense! Is it a negotiated peace if a gang of outlaws surrounds your 
community and on threat of extermination makes you pay tribute to save your own skins? 

Such a dictated peace would be no peace at all. It would be only another armistice, leading to the most 
gigantic armament race and the most devastating trade wars in all history. And in these contests the Americas 
would offer the only real resistance to the Axis powers. 

With all their vaunted efficiency, with all their parade of pious purpose in this war, there are still in their 
background the concentration camp4 and the servants of God in chains. 

The history of recent years proves that shootings and chains and concentration camps are not simply 
the transient tools but the very altars of modern dictatorships. They may talk of a “new order” in the world, 

 
2 The America First Committee, formed on September 4, 1940, urged that the United States not intervene in the war in 
Europe. At its high point, the America First Committee had 800,000 paid members. It disbanded on December 10, 
1941. 
3 All of these countries had been taken over or conquered by Germany since 1938. 
4 The term “concentration camp” was first used to refer to any detention of people in a confined area by a political or 
military power. The Nazis began using concentration camps inside Germany to detain political opponents soon after 
coming to power. 
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but what they have in mind is only a revival of the oldest and the worst tyranny. In that there is no liberty, 
no religion, no hope. 

The proposed “new order” is the very opposite of a United States of Europe or a United States of Asia. It 
is not a Government based upon the consent of the governed. It is not a union of ordinary, self-respecting 
men and women to protect themselves and their freedom and their dignity from oppression. It is an unholy 
alliance of power and pelf5 to dominate and enslave the human race. 

The British people and their allies today are conducting an active war against this unholy alliance. Our 
own future security is greatly dependent on the outcome of that fight. Our ability to “keep out of war” is going 
to be affected by that outcome. 

Thinking in terms of today and tomorrow, I make the direct statement to the American people that there 
is far less chance of the United States getting into war, if we do all we can now to support the nations 
defending themselves against attack by the Axis than if we acquiesce in their defeat, submit tamely to an Axis 
victory, and wait our turn to be the object of attack in another war later on. 

If we are to be completely honest with ourselves, we must admit that there is risk in any course we may 
take. But I deeply believe that the great majority of our people agree that the course that I advocate involves 
the least risk now and the greatest hope for world peace in the future. 

The people of Europe who are defending themselves do not ask us to do their fighting. They ask us for 
the implements of war, the planes, the tanks, the guns, the freighters which will enable them to fight for their 
liberty and for our security. Emphatically we must get these weapons to them in sufficient volume and 
quickly enough, so that we and our children will be saved the agony and suffering of war which others have 
had to endure. 

Let not the defeatists tell us that it is too late. It will never be earlier. Tomorrow will be later than today. 
Certain facts are self-evident. 

In a military sense Great Britain and the British Empire are today the spearhead of resistance to world 
conquest. They are putting up a fight which will live forever in the story of human gallantry. 

There is no demand for sending an American Expeditionary Force outside our own borders. There is no 
intention by any member of your Government to send such a force. You can, therefore, nail any talk about 
sending armies to Europe as deliberate untruth. 

Our national policy is not directed toward war. Its sole purpose is to keep war away from our country 
and our people. Democracy’s fight against world conquest is being greatly aided, and must be more greatly 
aided, by the rearmament of the United States and by sending every ounce and every ton of munitions and 
supplies that we can possibly spare to help the defenders who are in the front lines. It is no more unneutral 
for us to do that than it is for Sweden, Russia and other nations near Germany, to send steel and ore and oil 
and other war materials into Germany every day in the week. 

We are planning our own defense with the utmost urgency; and in its vast scale we must integrate the 
war needs of Britain and the other free nations which are resisting aggression. 

This is not a matter of sentiment or of controversial personal opinion. It is a matter of realistic, practical 
military policy, based on the advice of our military experts who are in close touch with existing warfare. 
These military and naval experts and the members of the Congress and the Administration have a single-
minded purpose – the defense of the United States. 

This nation is making a great effort to produce everything that is necessary in this emergency – and with 
all possible speed. . . . 

Nine days ago I announced the setting up of a more effective organization to direct our gigantic efforts 
to increase the production of munitions. The appropriation of vast sums of money and a well coordinated 

 
5 American Expeditionary Force was the name of the wartime army that fought in Europe in World War I. 
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executive direction of our defense efforts are not in themselves enough. Guns, planes, ships and many other 
things have to be built in the factories and arsenals of America. They have to be produced by workers and 
managers and engineers with the aid of machines which in turn have to be built by hundreds of thousands 
of workers throughout the land. 

In this great work there has been splendid cooperation between the Government and industry and labor; 
and I am very thankful. 

American industrial genius, unmatched throughout the world in the solution of production problems, 
has been called upon to bring its resources and its talents into action. Manufacturers of watches, farm 
implements, linotypes, cash registers, automobiles, sewing machines, lawn mowers and locomotives are now 
making fuses, bomb packing crates, telescope mounts, shells, pistols and tanks. 

But all our present efforts are not enough. We must have more ships, more guns, more planes – more of 
everything. . . . 

I appeal to the owners of plants – to the managers – to the workers – to our own Government employees 
– to put every ounce of effort into producing these munitions swiftly and without stint. With this appeal I 
give you the pledge that all of us who are officers of your Government will devote ourselves to the same 
whole-hearted extent to the great task that lies ahead. 

As planes and ships and guns and shells are produced, your Government, with its defense experts, can 
then determine how best to use them to defend this hemisphere. The decision as to how much shall be sent 
abroad and how much shall remain at home must be made on the basis of our overall military necessities. 

We must be the great arsenal of democracy. For us this is an emergency as serious as war itself. We must 
apply ourselves to our task with the same resolution, the same sense of urgency, the same spirit of patriotism 
and sacrifice as we would show were we at war. . . . 

I have the profound conviction that the American people are now determined to put forth a mightier 
effort than they have ever yet made to increase our production of all the implements of defense, to meet the 
threat to our democratic faith. 

As President of the United States I call for that national effort. I call for it in the name of this nation which 
we love and honor and which we are privileged and proud to serve. I call upon our people with absolute 
confidence that our common cause will greatly succeed.
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READING 3: FIRST FIRESIDE CHAT, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
SOURCE: https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/first-fireside-chat/ 

 

I want to talk for a few minutes with the people of the United States about banking–with the comparatively 
few who understand the mechanics of banking but more particularly with the overwhelming majority who 
use banks for the . making of deposits and the drawing of checks. I want to tell you what has been done in the 
last few days, why it was done, and what the next steps are going to be. I recognize that the many 
proclamations from State capitols and from Washington, the legislation, the Treasury regulations, etc., 
couched for the most part in banking and legal terms, should be explained for the benefit of the average 
citizen. I owe this in particular because of the fortitude and good temper with which everybody has accepted 
the inconvenience and hardships of the banking holiday. I know that when you understand what we in 
Washington have been about I shall continue to have your cooperation as fully as I have had your sympathy 
and help during the past week. 

First of all, let me state the simple fact that when you deposit money in a bank the bank does not put the 
money into a safe deposit vault. It invests your money in many different forms of credit–bonds, commercial 
paper, mortgages and many other kinds of loans. In other words, the bank puts your money to work to keep 
the wheels of industry and of agriculture turning around. A comparatively small part of the money you put 
into the bank is kept in currency–an amount which in normal times is wholly sufficient to cover the cash 
needs of the average citizen. In other words, the total amount of all the currency in the country is only a small 
fraction of the total deposits in all of the banks. 

What, then, happened during the last few days of February and the first few days of March? Because of 
undermined confidence on the part of the public, there was a general rush by a large portion of our 
population to turn bank deposits into currency or gold–a rush so great that the soundest banks could not get 
enough currency to meet the demand. The reason for this was that on the spur of the moment it was, of 
course, impossible to sell perfectly sound assets of a bank and convert them into cash except at panic prices 
far below their real value. 

By the afternoon of March 3d scarcely a bank in the country was open to do business. Proclamations 
temporarily closing them in whole or in part had been issued by the Governors in almost all the States. 
It was then that I issued the proclamation providing for the nationwide bank holiday, and this was the first 
step in the Government’s reconstruction of our financial and economic fabric. 

The second step was the legislation promptly and patriotically passed by the Congress confirming my 
proclamation and broadening my powers so that it became possible in view of the requirement of time to 
extend the holiday and lift the ban of that holiday gradually. This law also gave authority to develop a 
program of rehabilitation of our banking facilities. I want to tell our citizens in every part of the Nation that 
the national Congress–Republicans and Democrats alike–showed by this action a devotion to public welfare 
and a realization of the emergency and the necessity for speed that it is difficult to match in our history.  

The third stage has been the series of regulations permitting the banks to continue their functions to 
take care of the distribution of food and household necessities and the payment of payrolls. 

This bank holiday, while resulting in many cases in great inconvenience, is affording us the opportunity 
to supply the currency necessary to meet the situation. No sound bank is a dollar worse off than it was when 
it closed its doors last Monday. Neither is any bank which may turn out not to be in a position for immediate 
opening. The new law allows the twelve Federal Reserve Banks to issue additional currency on good assets 
and thus the banks which reopen will be able to meet every legitimate call. The new currency is being sent 

https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/first-fireside-chat/
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out by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing in large volume to every part of the country. It is sound currency 
because it is backed by actual, good assets. 

A question you will ask is this: why are all the banks not to be reopened at the same time? The answer 
is simple. Your Government does not intend that the history of the past few years shall be repeated. We do 
not want and will not have another epidemic of bank failures. 

As a result, we start tomorrow, Monday, with the opening of banks in the twelve Federal Reserve Bank 
cities–those banks which on first examination by the Treasury have already been found to be all right. This 
will be followed on Tuesday by the resumption of all their functions by banks already found to be sound in 
cities where there are recognized clearing houses. That means about 250 cities of the United States. 

On Wednesday and succeeding days banks in smaller places all through the country will resume 
business, subject, of course, to the Government’s physical ability to complete its survey. It is necessary that 
the reopening of banks be extended over a period in order to permit the banks to make applications for 
necessary loans, to obtain currency needed to meet their requirements and to enable the Government to 
make common sense checkups. 

Let me make it clear to you that if your bank does not open the first day you are by no means justified in 
believing that it will not open. A bank that opens on one of the subsequent days is in exactly the same status 
as the bank that opens tomorrow. 

I know that many people are worrying about State banks not members of the Federal Reserve System. 
These banks can and will receive assistance from member banks and from the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation. These State banks are following the same course as the National banks except that they get their 
licenses to resume business from the State authorities, and these authorities have been asked by the 
Secretary of the Treasury to permit their good banks to open up on the same schedule as the national banks. 
I am confident that the State Banking Departments will be as careful as the national Government in the policy 
relating to the opening of banks and will follow the same broad policy. 

It is possible that when the banks resume a very few people who have not recovered from their fear may 
again begin withdrawals. Let me make it clear that the banks will take care of all needs–and it is my belief 
that hoarding during the past week has become an exceedingly unfashionable pastime. It needs no prophet 
to tell you that when the people find that they can get their money– that they can get it when they want it for 
all legitimate purposes–the phantom of fear will soon be laid. People will again be glad to have their money 
where it will be safely taken care of and where they can use it conveniently at any time. I can assure you that 
it is safer to keep your money in a reopened bank than under the mattress. 

The success of our whole great national program depends, of course, upon the cooperation of the public–
on its intelligent support and use of a reliable system. 

Remember that the essential accomplishment of the new legislation is that it makes it possible for banks 
more readily to convert their assets into cash than was the case before. More liberal provision has been made 
for banks to borrow on these assets at the Reserve Banks and more liberal provision has also been made for 
issuing currency on the security of these good assets. This currency is not fiat currency. It is issued only on 
adequate security, and every good bank has an abundance of such security. 

One more point before I close. There will be, of course, some banks unable to reopen without being 
reorganized. The new law allows the Government to assist in making these reorganizations quickly and 
effectively and even allows the Government to subscribe to at least a part of new capital which may be 
required. 
I hope you can see from this elemental recital of what your Government is doing that there is nothing 
complex, or radical, in the process. 

We had a bad banking situation. Some of our bankers had shown themselves either incompetent or 
dishonest in their handling of the people’s funds. They had used the money entrusted to them in speculations 
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and unwise loans. This was, of course, not true in the vast majority of our banks, but it was true in enough of 
them to shock the people for a time into a sense of insecurity and to put them into a frame of mind where 
they did not differentiate, but seemed to assume that the acts of a comparative few had tainted them all. It 
was the Government’s job to straighten out this situation and do it as quickly as possible. And the job is being 
performed. 

I do not promise you that every bank will be reopened or that individual losses will not be suffered, but 
there will be no losses that possibly could be avoided; and there would have been more and greater losses 
had we continued to drift. I can even promise you salvation for some at least of the sorely pressed banks. We 
shall be engaged not merely in reopening sound banks but in the creation of sound banks through 
reorganization. 
It has been wonderful to me to catch the note of confidence from all over the country. I can never be 
sufficiently grateful to the people for the loyal support they have given me in their acceptance of the judgment 
that has dictated our course, even though all our processes may not have seemed clear to them. 

After all, there is an element in the readjustment of our financial system more important than currency, 
more important than gold, and that is the confidence of the people. Confidence and courage are the essentials 
of success in carrying out our plan. You people must have faith; you must not be stampeded by rumors or 
guesses. Let us unite in banishing fear. We have provided the machinery to restore our financial system; it is 
up to you to support and make it work. 

It is your problem no less than it is mine. Together we cannot fail.
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READING 4: INAUGRAL ADDRESS (1933), FRANKLIN D. ROOSELVELT 
SOURCE: https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/first-inaugural-address-fdr/ 

 

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s first inaugural address is perhaps the most famous speech of its kind in American history, with its 

memorable phrase, “the only thing we have to fear is fear itself.” In it he diagnosed the Depression as a symptom of moral 

decay, and promised to set things right now that the “money changers have fled from their high seats in the temple of our 

civilization.” This would mean a far more activist federal government, and, in particular, a far stronger presidency. Indeed,  

he told his listeners that if Congress did not respond quickly and forcefully enough to his initiatives, he would ask for “broad 

Executive power to wage a war against the emergency, as great as the power that would be given to me if we were in fact 

invaded by a foreign foe.” 

—John E. Moser 

I am certain that my fellow Americans expect that on my induction into the Presidency I will address them 
with a candor and a decision which the present situation of our Nation impels. This is preeminently the time 
to speak the truth, the whole truth, frankly and boldly. Nor need we shrink from honestly facing conditions 
in our country today. This great Nation will endure as it has endured, will revive and will prosper. So, first of 
all, let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself – nameless, unreasoning, 
unjustified terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into advance. In every dark hour of our 
national life a leadership of frankness and vigor has met with that understanding and support of the people 
themselves which is essential to victory. I am convinced that you will again give that support to leadership 
in these critical days. 

In such a spirit on my part and on yours we face our common difficulties. They concern, thank God, only 
material things. Values have shrunken to fantastic levels; taxes have risen; our ability to pay has fallen; 
government of all kinds is faced by serious curtailment of income; the means of exchange are frozen in the 
currents of trade; the withered leaves of industrial enterprise lie on every side; farmers find no markets for 
their produce; the savings of many years in thousands of families are gone. 

More important, a host of unemployed citizens face the grim problem of existence, and an equally great 
number toil with little return. Only a foolish optimist can deny the dark realities of the moment. 

Yet our distress comes from no failure of substance. We are stricken by no plague of locusts. Compared 
with the perils which our forefathers conquered because they believed and were not afraid, we have still 
much to be thankful for. Nature still offers her bounty and human efforts have multiplied it. Plenty is at our 
doorstep, but a generous use of it languishes in the very sight of the supply. Primarily this is because the 
rulers of the exchange of mankind’s goods have failed, through their own stubbornness and their own 
incompetence, have admitted their failure, and abdicated. Practices of the unscrupulous money changers 
stand indicted in the court of public opinion, rejected by the hearts and minds of men. 

True they have tried, but their efforts have been cast in the pattern of an outworn tradition. Faced by 
failure of credit they have proposed only the lending of more money. Stripped of the lure of profit by which 
to induce our people to follow their false leadership, they have resorted to exhortations, pleading tearfully 
for restored confidence. They know only the rules of a generation of self-seekers. They have no vision, and 
when there is no vision the people perish.1 

 
1 A reference to Proverbs 29:18, “Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.”  
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The money changers have fled from their high seats in the temple of our civilization.2 We may now 
restore that temple to the ancient truths. The measure of the restoration lies in the extent to which we apply 
social values more noble than mere monetary profit. 

Happiness lies not in the mere possession of money; it lies in the joy of achievement, in the thrill of 
creative effort. The joy and moral stimulation of work no longer must be forgotten in the mad chase of 
evanescent profits. These dark days will be worth all they cost us if they teach us that our true destiny is not 
to be ministered unto but to minister to ourselves and to our fellow men. 

Recognition of the falsity of material wealth as the standard of success goes hand in hand with the 
abandonment of the false belief that public office and high political position are to be valued only by the 
standards of pride of place and personal profit; and there must be an end to a conduct in banking and in 
business which too often has given to a sacred trust the likeness of callous and selfish wrongdoing. Small 
wonder that confidence languishes, for it thrives only on honesty, on honor, on the sacredness of obligations, 
on faithful protection, on unselfish performance; without them it cannot live. 

Restoration calls, however, not for changes in ethics alone. This Nation asks for action, and action now. 
Our greatest primary task is to put people to work. This is no unsolvable problem if we face it wisely and 
courageously. It can be accomplished in part by direct recruiting by the Government itself, treating the task 
as we would treat the emergency of a war, but at the same time, through this employment, accomplishing 
greatly needed projects to stimulate and reorganize the use of our natural resources. 

Hand in hand with this we must frankly recognize the overbalance of population in our industrial centers 
and, by engaging on a national scale in a redistribution, endeavor to provide a better use of the land for those 
best fitted for the land. The task can be helped by definite efforts to raise the values of agricultural products 
and with this the power to purchase the output of our cities. It can be helped by preventing realistically the 
tragedy of the growing loss through foreclosure of our small homes and our farms. It can be helped by 
insistence that the Federal, State, and local governments act forthwith on the demand that their cost be 
drastically reduced. It can be helped by the unifying of relief activities which today are often scattered, 
uneconomical, and unequal. It can be helped by national planning for and supervision of all forms of 
transportation and of communications and other utilities which have a definitely public character. There are 
many ways in which it can be helped, but it can never be helped merely by talking about it. We must act and 
act quickly. 

Finally, in our progress toward a resumption of work we require two safeguards against a return of the 
evils of the old order; there must be a strict supervision of all banking and credits and investments; there 
must be an end to speculation with other people’s money, and there must be provision for an adequate but 
sound currency. 

There are the lines of attack. I shall presently urge upon a new Congress in special session detailed 
measures for their fulfillment, and I shall seek the immediate assistance of the several States. 

Through this program of action we address ourselves to putting our own national house in order and 
making income balance outgo. Our international trade relations, though vastly important, are in point of time 
and necessity secondary to the establishment of a sound national economy. I favor as a practical policy the 
putting of first things first. I shall spare no effort to restore world trade by international economic 
readjustment, but the emergency at home cannot wait on that accomplishment. 

The basic thought that guides these specific means of national recovery is not narrowly nationalistic. It 
is the insistence, as a first consideration, upon the interdependence of the various elements in all parts of the 
United States – a recognition of the old and permanently important manifestation of the American spirit of 

 
2 Roosevelt is alluding to the story of Jesus throwing the money changers out of the temple in Jerusalem. The story is in 
Matthew 21:12-17, Mark 11:15-19, Luke 19: 45:48, and John 2:13-16. 
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the pioneer. It is the way to recovery. It is the immediate way. It is the strongest assurance that the recovery 
will endure. 

In the field of world policy I would dedicate this Nation to the policy of the good neighbor – the neighbor 
who resolutely respects himself and, because he does so, respects the rights of others – the neighbor who 
respects his obligations and respects the sanctity of his agreements in and with a world of neighbors. 

If I read the temper of our people correctly, we now realize as we have never realized before our 
interdependence on each other; that we can not merely take but we must give as well; that if we are to go 
forward, we must move as a trained and loyal army willing to sacrifice for the good of a common discipline, 
because without such discipline no progress is made, no leadership becomes effective. We are, I know, ready 
and willing to submit our lives and property to such discipline, because it makes possible a leadership which 
aims at a larger good. This I propose to offer, pledging that the larger purposes will bind upon us all as a 
sacred obligation with a unity of duty hitherto evoked only in time of armed strife. 

With this pledge taken, I assume unhesitatingly the leadership of this great army of our people dedicated 
to a disciplined attack upon our common problems. 

Action in this image and to this end is feasible under the form of government which we have inherited 
from our ancestors. Our Constitution is so simple and practical that it is possible always to meet 
extraordinary needs by changes in emphasis and arrangement without loss of essential form. That is why 
our constitutional system has proved itself the most superbly enduring political mechanism the modern 
world has produced. It has met every stress of vast expansion of territory, of foreign wars, of bitter internal 
strife, of world relations. 

It is to be hoped that the normal balance of executive and legislative authority may be wholly adequate 
to meet the unprecedented task before us. But it may be that an unprecedented demand and need for 
undelayed action may call for temporary departure from that normal balance of public procedure. 

I am prepared under my constitutional duty to recommend the measures that a stricken nation in the 
midst of a stricken world may require. These measures, or such other measures as the Congress may build 
out of its experience and wisdom, I shall seek, within my constitutional authority, to bring to speedy adoption. 

But in the event that the Congress shall fail to take one of these two courses, and in the event that the 
national emergency is still critical, I shall not evade the clear course of duty that will then confront me. I shall 
ask the Congress for the one remaining instrument to meet the crisis – broad Executive power to wage a war 
against the emergency, as great as the power that would be given to me if we were in fact invaded by a foreign 
foe. 

For the trust reposed in me I will return the courage and the devotion that befit the time. I can do no 
less. 

We face the arduous days that lie before us in the warm courage of the national unity; with the clear 
consciousness of seeking old and precious moral values; with the clean satisfaction that comes from the stern 
performance of duty by old and young alike. We aim at the assurance of a rounded and permanent national 
life. 

We do not distrust the future of essential democracy. The people of the United States have not failed. In 
their need they have registered a mandate that they want direct, vigorous action. They have asked for 
discipline and direction under leadership. They have made me the present instrument of their wishes. In the 
spirit of the gift I take it. 

In this dedication of a Nation we humbly ask the blessing of God. May He protect each and every one of 
us. May He guide me in the days to come.
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TOPIC 2: NATIVE RIGHTS IN THE MID-LATE 20TH CENTURY 

 

READING 5:SPECIAL MESSAGE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, RICHARD NIXON 

SOURCE: https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/special-message-on-indian-affairs/ 

 

President John Kennedy ended the federal policy of Termination and Relocation, but he did not replace it with any coherent 

approach. Neither did his successor, Lyndon Johnson. Richard Nixon took office in 1969. In 1970, supposedly to fulfill a 

promise he made to his mother that if he were ever in position to do so, he would do something “good” for Indians, he issued 

a special message to Congress. 

The message ushered in the current policy of “Self-Determination” for Native nations. Among the laws passed pursuant 

to the policy encouraging self-governance are provisions in all major environmental legislation, such as the Clean Air Act 

(1963, amended regularly since then) and the Clean Water Act (1972), permitting Native nations to set standards on their 

lands just as states are allowed to do. Other laws passed pursuant to the “self-governance policy” allowed the nations to 

assume control over their citizens from the Indian Health Service and to reclaim objects important to them from museums. 

—Jace Weaver 

To the Congress of the United States: 
The first Americans—the Indians—are the most deprived and most isolated minority group in our nation. 
On virtually every scale of measurement—employment, income, education, health—the condition of the 
Indian people ranks at the bottom. 

This condition is the heritage of centuries of injustice. From the time of their first contact with European 
settlers, the American Indians have been oppressed and brutalized, deprived of their ancestral lands and 
denied the opportunity to control their own destiny. Even the federal programs which are intended to meet 
their needs have frequently proven to be ineffective and demeaning. 

But the story of the Indian in America is something more than the record of the white man’s frequent 
aggression, broken agreements, intermittent remorse, and prolonged failure. It is a record also of endurance, 
of survival, of adaptation and creativity in the face of overwhelming obstacles. It is a record of enormous 
contributions to this country—to its art and culture, to its strength and spirit, to its sense of history and its 
sense of purpose. 

It is long past time that the Indian policies of the federal government began to recognize and build upon 
the capacities and insights of the Indian people. Both as a matter of justice and as a matter of enlightened 
social policy, we must begin to act on the basis of what the Indians themselves have long been telling us. The 
time has come to break decisively with the past and to create the conditions for a new era in which the Indian 
future is determined by Indian acts and Indian decisions. 
Self-Determination without Termination 

The first and most basic question that must be answered with respect to Indian policy concerns the 
historic and legal relationship between the federal government and Indian communities. In the past, this 
relationship has oscillated between two equally harsh and unacceptable extremes. 

On the one hand, it has—at various times during previous administrations—been the stated policy 
objective of both the Executive and Legislative branches of the federal government eventually to terminate 
the trusteeship relationship between the federal government and the Indian people. As recently as August of 
1953, in House Concurrent Resolution 108, the Congress declared that termination was the long-range goal 
of its Indian policies. This would mean that Indian tribes would eventually lose any special standing they had 
under federal law: the tax exempt status of their lands would be discontinued; federal responsibility for their 
economic and social well-being would be repudiated; and the tribes themselves would be effectively 
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dismantled. Tribal property would be divided among individual members who would then be assimilated 
into the society at large. 

This policy of forced termination is wrong, in my judgment, for a number of reasons. First, the premises 
on which it rests are wrong. Termination implies that the federal government has taken on a trusteeship 
responsibility for Indian communities as an act of generosity toward a disadvantaged people and that it can 
therefore discontinue this responsibility on a unilateral basis whenever it sees fit. But the unique status of 
Indian tribes does not rest on any premise such as this. The special relationship between Indians and the 
federal government is the result instead of solemn obligations which have been entered into by the United 
States government. Down through the years, through written treaties and through formal and informal 
agreements, our government has made specific commitments to the Indian people. For their part, the Indians 
have often surrendered claims to vast tracts of land and have accepted life on government reservations. In 
exchange, the government has agreed to provide community services such as health, education and public 
safety, services which would presumably allow Indian communities to enjoy a standard of living comparable 
to that of other Americans. 

This goal, of course, has never been achieved. But the special relationship between the Indian tribes and 
the federal government which arises from these agreements continues to carry immense moral and legal 
force. To terminate this relationship would be no more appropriate than to terminate the citizenship rights 
of any other American. 

The second reason for rejecting forced termination is that the practical results have been clearly harmful 
in the few instances in which termination actually has been tried. The removal of federal trusteeship 
responsibility has produced considerable disorientation among the affected Indians and has left them unable 
to relate to a myriad of federal, state and local assistance efforts. Their economic and social condition has 
often been worse after termination than it was before. 

The third argument I would make against forced termination concerns the effect it has had upon the 
overwhelming majority of tribes which still enjoy a special relationship with the federal government. The 
very threat that this relationship may someday be ended has created a great deal of apprehension among 
Indian groups, and this apprehension, in turn, has had a blighting effect on tribal progress. Any step that 
might result in greater social, economic, or political autonomy is regarded with suspicion by many Indians 
who fear that it will only bring them closer to the day when the federal government will disavow its 
responsibility and cut them adrift. 

In short, the fear of one extreme policy, forced termination, has often worked to produce the opposite 
extreme: excessive dependence on the federal government. In many cases this dependence is so great that 
the Indian community is almost entirely run by outsiders who are responsible and responsive to federal 
officials in Washington, DC, rather than to the communities they are supposed to be serving. This is the 
second of the two harsh approaches which have long plagued our Indian policies. Of the Department of the 
Interior’s programs directly serving Indians, for example, only 1.5 percent are presently under Indian 
control. Only 2.4 percent of HEW’s Indian health programs are run by Indians. The result is a burgeoning 
federal bureaucracy, programs which are far less effective than they ought to be, and an erosion of Indian 
initiative and morale. 

I believe that both of these policy extremes are wrong. Federal termination errs in one direction, federal 
paternalism errs in the other. Only by clearly rejecting both of these extremes can we achieve a policy which 
truly serves the best interests of the Indian people. Self-determination among the Indian people can and must 
be encouraged without the threat of eventual termination. In my view, in fact, that is the only way that self-
determination can effectively be fostered. 

This, then, must be the goal of any new national policy toward the Indian people: to strengthen the 
Indian’s sense of autonomy without threatening his sense of community. We must assure the Indian that he 
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can assume control of his own life without being separated involuntarily from the tribal group. And we must 
make it clear that Indians can become independent of federal control without being cut off from federal 
concern and federal support. My specific recommendations to the Congress are designed to carry out this 
policy. . . . 

The recommendations of this administration represent a historic step forward in Indian policy. We are 
proposing to break sharply with past approaches to Indian problems. In place of a long series of piecemeal 
reforms, we suggest a new and coherent strategy. In place of policies which simply call for more spending, 
we suggest policies which call for wiser spending. In place of policies which oscillate between the deadly 
extremes of forced termination and constant paternalism, we suggest a policy in which the federal 
government and the Indian community play complementary roles. 

But most importantly, we have turned from the question of whether the federal government has a 
responsibility to Indians to the question of how that responsibility can best be furthered. We have concluded 
that the Indians will get better programs and that public monies will be more effectively expended if the 
people who are most affected by these programs are responsible for operating them. 

The Indians of America need federal assistance—this much has long been clear. What has not always 
been clear, however, is that the federal government needs Indian energies and Indian leadership if its 
assistance is to be effective in improving the conditions of Indian life. It is a new and balanced relationship 
between the U.S. government and the first Americans that is at the heart of our approach to Indian problems. 
And that is why we now approach these problems with new confidence that they will successfully be 
overcome.
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READING 6: NATIONAL INDIAN CIVIL RIGHTS: TO TAKE BACK OUR POWER: NATIVE AMERICAN 

STERILIZATION 

SOURCE: https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015011030361&view=1up&seq=3 

 

The sterilization of Indian women is a concern much larger than just a political or medical one. The real issue 
behind sterilization is how we are losing our power, our personal sovereignty, in every facet of our duties as 
mothers of the future generations to the colonizer's institutions. His hospitals, his schools, his churches, his 
legal system, his economy-he has incorporated his greed and we are the victims of that corporate greed. In 
surrendering our womanpower -our ability to give and sustain life in a healthy and balanced world -to those 
institutions, we are becoming dependent in the most demeaning way; in an unknowing way every time we 
walk into the doors of one of those institutions we're taking our values and direction from a way of life that 
works to fragment our lives. 

Sterilization. It's an awesome fact that one third of Native American women have been robbed of their 
ability to reproduce, their power to bring forth new life. Even more awesome is the fact that we are allowing 
the same institutions that work to destroy our Nations to influence us as women and mothers. In the same 
way that Humanity has Native American women are losing our connection to our female power. We've 
always been told that we are related to the earth in a female way. In a traditional world Native American 
women understood their bodies in terms of the Earth and the Moon. They understood the Cycles of the 
Universe and the Cycle within and they walked "holding hands" with Grandmother Moon. The Women's 
Dance reminded them of their close relationship to the Mother Earth as their shuffling feet never left the 
ground, a reflection of their own power to give and sustain life. In the long ago days when western institutions 
did not exist on this land life was at times hard; at times gentle, but fairly in balance. In this scheme of things, 
supported by the Clans, the societies, and a community in balance within the Creation, women had more to 
do with the health, education, well-being and survival of their Nations than all the federally-funded programs 
in today's world. We had that power, that woman power. We've got to understand our spiritual relationship, 
our practical relationship to the creation in more than just pretty words.  It sounds nice, "Our Mother the 
Earth." But what does that mean for us? You look at the Earth and the old people will tell you that everything 
we need for a good life is provided for us by our common Mother. Our laws, our education, our medicines, 
our religion, our food, shelter and clothing, everything came from the Earth, our Mother. 

What are we doing, as mothers, to provide these things for our children? You look around in the Indian 
communities on the reservations and in the cities and you see how Indian women are losing their power on 
the female side of life. We have become more and more dependent on a way of life that does not belong to 
us. So dependent that breastfeeding, home births, parenting, and control over our own health and 
reproduction have become unfamiliar skills to us. As women and mothers we have to understand how we're 
tied in to the white man's corporations and how that undermines our sovereignty , our physical and spiritual 
sovereignty.  

The consciousness of the Women's Dance, the awareness of our spiritual quality as women, and the 
concept of personal sovereignty, has to be the consciousness of our survival as women. We need to take back 
our power as Human Beings on the female side of life. As Women of All Red Nations we are concerned with 
issues that for Indian People are issues that mean our very survival: political prisoners, the erosion of our 
land base, sterilization, education, treaty rights, and the destruction of the family unit. We can't separate 
these issues into individual battles, although the battle is on all these fronts. We can't fragment the issues as 
the White man would have us do. We can't separate the birth of our children, the care and feeding of our 
children, from the health and education of our children. We can't be concerned with just the sterilization 
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issue because the gross sterilization abuse committed against native people is a symptom of a basic problem, 
and that is that we Indian women aren't paying attention to our power, we have forgotten how to practice 
sovereignty over our own bodies. Many of us no longer understand the power of the purification process our 
bodies undergo with each lunar cycle. Many don't understand the meaning of that power or how it translates 
into spiritual reality in our own medicine ways. Many of those thousands of sterilization procedures occurred 
post-partum after women delivered their babies in the hospital and were so groggy from drugs that they 
couldn't comprehend what was happening to them. When we were withing the circle of our woman power 
our babies were delivered at home with our relatives attending us and birth was a natural process and the 
white man could not interfere with the most intimate details of our power as women. 

The white man takes what is sacred, what is the gift of the creation, and puts it in institutions. We used 
to have control over the production of our own food, and now our families are addicted to processed foods. 
The educational system we are processed through leaves us as lifeless as the white bread and white sugar 
we eat, and this processing has a debilitation effect on the minds and bodies of our People . The incidence of 
Diabetes, hypertension, poor nutritional status, obesity, alcoholism and other "civilized" diseases among 
native people is genocidal. 

In an Inuit community in Alaska , a geneticist from the University of New Mexico began seeing Native 
children with physical abnormalities that couldn't be attributed to any previously recognized syndrome. The 
characteristics seen in these children included short, squatty noses pointed upwards, low-set ears, low birth-
weight, tendency for retardation and a longer, thicker upper lip. What was common in the medical history of 
the mothers of these children was that they all had had alcohol during their pregnancy. This set of 
circumstances has recently been described in medical literature as a specific syndrome called the Fetal 
Alcohol Syndrome. It has not yet been defined how much alcohol has an effect on the developing fetus, or at 
what trimester of pregnancy a fetus is most susceptible to the effects of alcohol. What is known, however, is 
that everything a mother consumes, whether it is alcohol, tobacco or drugs, affects the development of the 
fetus. The old people will tell you that even a woman's thoughts affect her unborn child, that the child hears 
through her ears and sees through her eyes, and that it is the duty of the pregnant woman's family to keep 
her happy, with only good thoughts. The fetal alcohol syndrome, the debilitating Effects of a "civilized" diet 
on our People's health, and the debilitating effects of the white man's schools and churches on our People's 
spirits are just a few of the many ways that we are oppressed. This oppression saps the strength of our 
nations. 

Another issue that concerns W.A.R.N. is the destruction of the family unit. In one generation the trend 
has changed from home deliveries to hospital deliveries, from breast feeding to bottle feeding. The bonding 
and the closeness that is shared by the family from natural practices are basic ways that we can build strength 
into ourselves, our children, and our families. We have allowed that connection to the birth of our children 
and to their care and feeding to be taken from us. We have been confused into believing that a ceremony as 
sacred as the birth of a child belongs in an institution. We are taking on the values of our oppressors, and by 
doing that, we oppress our own children, our own families, our own selves, by bottle-feeding, by childbirth 
techniques that are not natural, by missing out on the birth of our own children because we've been taught 
by the white man that childbirth is painful and that we need to use drugs, and we labor and deliver without 
realizing that our children are down the hall in a room full of crying babies and the fragmentation of our 
families begins the moment our children are born. 

We need to get a firm grasp of the concept of personal sovereignty as it applies to us as women. Native 
women are being sterilized, and not understanding what that means. Many are undergoing Cesarean sections 
and not knowing why. Many are having hysterectomies and not understanding the full medical and emotional 
implications of such a procedure, and have no one they can turn to for accurate information and advice. Look 
at yourself. What do you know about your own fertility and how it relates to the moon? Do you know when 
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you are not fertile? Do you have any physical problems that can be dealt with by a change in eating habits or 
lifestyle? What do you know about menopause? What do you know about the process of birth? What 
traditional medicines do know of to help you with menstrual cramps, labor and delivery, breastfeeding? For 
many of us, these things are left up to the Indian Health Service. We let them deal with our "female 
complaints." I'm not saying that there is no way that we can use Western medicine or hospitals at all. As a 
matter of fact, the incidence of cervical cancer is so rampant among Indian women that a yearly pap smear 
should be part of any conscientious health maintenance program. What we need to keep in mind is that the 
medical corporations are just as profit-oriented as any other of the white man's corporations. And the 
medical corporations extract from us our womanpower.  

A good example of how corporations weaken us are their campaigns over the past decade to hook Third 
World mothers into using packaged infant formulas. Subsequent formula misuse had been fatal to some 
infants in countries where Nestle's, Bristol-Myers, and other corporations pushed their products. 

As women and mothers we also need to focus on preventative rather than curative medicine within our 
own families. Good preventative medicine integrates health with other aspects of our lives: how we treat 
each other, our education, the food we eat, how we support our existence on this Earth. 

We need to be thinking about these things. The consciousness of the Women's Dance, the awareness of 
our spiritual quality as women, and the concept of personal sovereignty, is the real issue behind sterilization. 
We need to be thinking about all these things because it puts us face to face with our men. They need to be 
strengthened. They need to understand their duties and their power on the male side of life . As 
Sakokwenonkwas of the Mohawk Nation put it: "A man and a woman should be working together, pulling 
together like two work horses for the future generations ."  

– Katsitsiakwa
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READING 7: THE NATIONAL DECLARATION 

SOURCE: https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015011030361&view=1up&seq=3 

 

By the First International Indian Treaty Council at Standing Rock Indian Country June 1974 
A long time ago my father told me what his father told him. There was once a Lakota Holy man called Drinks 
Water, who visioned what was to be; and this was long before the coming of the Wasicus. He visioned that the 
four-legged were going back into the earth and that a strange race had woven a spider's web all around the 
Lakotas . And he said, "When this happens, you shall live in barren lands, and there beside those gray houses you 
shall starve." They say he went back to Mother Earth soon after he saw this vision and it was sorrow that killed 
him. 

-Black Elk, Oglala Sioux Holy Man 
PREAMBLE 
The United States of America has continually violated the independent Native Peoples of this continent by 
Executive action, Legislative fiat and Judicial decision. By its action, the U.S. had denied all Native people their 
international Treaty rights, Treaty lands and basic human rights of freedom and sovereignty. This same U.S. 
Government which fought to throw off the yoke of oppression and gain its own independence has now 
reversed its role and become the oppressor of sovereign Native people. 

Might does not make right. Sovereign people of varying cultures have the absolute right to live in 
harmony with Mother Earth so long as they do not infringe upon this same right of other peoples. The denial 
of this right to any sovereign people, such as the Native American Indian Nations, must be challenged by truth 
and action. World concern must focus on all colonial governments to the end that sovereign people 
everywhere shall live as they choose, in peace with dignity and freedom. 

The International Indian Treaty Conference hereby adopts this Declaration of Continuing Independence 
of the Sovereign Native American Indian Nations. In the course of these human events, we call upon the 
people of the world to support this struggle for our sovereign rights and our treaty rights. We pledge our 
assistance to all other sovereign people who seek their own independence. 
DECLARATION 

The first International Treaty Council of the Western Hemisphere was formed on the land of the 
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe on June 8-16, 1974. The delegates, meeting under the guidance of the Great Spirit, 
represented 97 Indian tribes and Nations from across North and South America. 

We, the sovereign Native Peoples recognized that all lands belonging to the various Native Nations now 
situated within the boundaries of the U.S. are clearly defined by the sacred treaties solemnly entered into 
between the Native Nations and the government of the United States of America. 

We the sovereign Native Peoples charge the United States with gross violations of our International 
Treaties. Two of the thousands of violations that can be cited are the "wrongfully taking" of the Black Hills 
from the Great Sioux Nation in 1877, this sacred land belonging to the Great Sioux Nation under the Fort 
Laramie Treaty of 1868. The second violation was the forced march of the Cherokee people from their 
ancestors from their ancestral lands in the state of Georgia to the then "Indian Territory" of Oklahoma after 
the Supreme Court of the United States ruled the Cherokee treaty rights inviolate. The treaty violation , 
known as the "Trail of Tears," brought death to two -thirds of the Cherokee Nation during the forced march. 

The Council further realizes that securing United States recognition of treaties signed with Native 
Nations requires a committed and unified struggle, using every available legal and political resource. Treaties 
between sovereign nations explicitly entail agreements which represent "the supreme law of the land" 
binding each party to an inviolate international relationship. 
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We acknowledge the historical fact that the struggle for Independence of the Peoples of our sacred 
Mother Earth have always been over sovereignty of land. These historical freedom efforts have always 
involved the highest human sacrifice. 

We recognize that all Native Nations wish to avoid violence, but we also recognize that the United States 
government has always used force and violence to deny Native Nations basic human and treaty rights. 

We adopt this Declaration of Continuing Independence, recognizing that struggle lies ahead-a struggle 
certain to be won -and that the human and treaty rights of all Native Nations will be honored. In this 
understanding the International Indian Treaty Council declares: 

The United States Government in its Constitution, Article VI , recognizes treaties as part of the Supreme 
Law of the United States. We will peacefully pursue all legal and political avenues to demand United States 
recognition of its own Constitution in this regard, and thus to honor its own treaties with the Native Nations. 

We will seek the support of all world communities in the struggle for the continuing independence of 
Native Nations. 

We, the representatives of sovereign Native Nations, unite in forming a council to be known as the 
International Indian Treaty Council to implement these declarations. 

The International Indian Treaty Council will establish offices in Washington , D.C. and New York City to 
approach the international forces necessary to obtain the recognition of our treaties. These offices will 
establish an initial system of communications among Native Nations to disseminate information , getting a 
general consensus concerning issues, developments and any legislative attempt affecting Native Nations by 
the United States of America. 

The International Indian Treaty Council recognized the sovereignty of all Native Nations and will stand 
in unity to support our Native and international brothers and sisters in their respective and collective 
struggles concerning international treaties and agreements violated by the United States and other 
governments. 

All treaties between the Sovereign Native Nations and the United States Government must be 
interpreted according to the traditional and spiritual ways of the signatory Native Nations. 

We declare our recognition of the Provisional Government of the Independent Oglala Nation, established 
by the Traditional Chiefs and Headmen under the provisions of the 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty with the Great 
Sioux Nation at Wounded Knee, March 11, 1973. 

We condemn the United States of America for its gross violation of the 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty in 
militarily surrounding , killing , and starving the citizens of the Independent Oglala Nation into exile. 

We demand the United States of America recognize the sovereignty of the Independent Oglala Nation 
and immediately stop all present and future criminal prosecutions of sovereign Native Peoples. We call upon 
the conscionable nations of the world to join us in charging and prosecuting the United States of America for 
its genocidal practices against the sovereign Native Nations, most recently illustrated by Wounded Knee 
1973 and the continued refusal to sign the United Nations 1948 Treaty on Genocide.  

We reject all executive orders, legislative acts and judicial decisions of the United States related to Native 
Nations since 1871, when the United States unilaterally suspended treatymaking relations with the Native 
Nations. This includes, but is not limited to, the Major Crimes Act, the General Allotment Act, the Citizenship 
Act of 1924, the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934, the Indian Claims Commission Act, Public Law 280 and 
the Termination Act. All treaties made between Native Nations and the United States prior to 1871 shall be 
recognized without further need of interpretation. 

We hereby ally ourselves with the colonized Puerto Rican People in their struggle for Independence 
from the same United States of America . 

We recognized that there is only one color of Mankind in the world who are not represented in the 
United Nations; that is the indigenous Redman of the Western Hemisphere. recognize this lack of 
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representation in the United Nations comes from the genocidal policies of the colonial power of the United 
States. 

The International Indian Treaty Council established by this conference is directed to make the 
application to the United Nations for recognition and membership of the sovereign Native Nations. We pledge 
our support to any similar application by an aboriginal people. 

This conference directs the Treaty Council to open negotiations with the government of the United 
States through its Department of State. We seek these negotiations in order to establish diplomatic relations 
with the United States. 

When these diplomatic relations have been established, the first order of business shall be to deal with 
U.S. violations of treaties with Native Indian Nations and violations of the rights of those Native Indian 
Nations who have refused to sign treaties with the United States. 

We the People of the International Indian Treaty Council , following the guidance of our elders through 
instructions from the Great Spirit , and out of our respect for our sacred Mother Earth, all her children , and 
those yet unborn , offer our lives for our International Treaty Rights. 

In following the Declaration of Continuing Independence in the 1st International Indian Treaty Council 
of Standing Rock , 1974,—We Women of All Red Nations , continue to realize that our struggle in this 
hemisphere is unique. Our land base is guaranteed through international treaties. Our culture and way of life 
has survived through resistance to foreign domination . Our fight today is to survive as a people. Indian 
women have always been in the front lines in the defense of our nations. Today we are targets of the colonial 
governments of the western hemisphere. Our young are being attacked through the racist educational system 
of governments and churches. Our unborn are attacked through programs of genocide called sterilization. 
We value our young for they are the very foundation of our future generations. Only by throwing off the yoke 
of colonization with the strength of our spirituality will we survive as Peoples Nations. We will work on local 
, national and international levels to obtain our goals of true liberation and freedom. 

We , the Women of All Red Nations will take our place and stand proudly with our sisters in the world 
in the common struggle for all basic rights.
 
 


	READING 1: ANNUAL MESSAGE (1942), FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
	READING 2: ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY FIRESIDE CHAT, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
	TOPIC 2: NATIVE RIGHTS IN THE MID-LATE 20TH CENTURY
	READING 5:SPECIAL MESSAGE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, RICHARD NIXON
	READING 6: NATIONAL INDIAN CIVIL RIGHTS: TO TAKE BACK OUR POWER: NATIVE AMERICAN STERILIZATION
	READING 7: THE NATIONAL DECLARATION

